Nevada PEP Visit Report

Caroline Bass met with Robin Kincaid, Training Director of Nevada PEP and had a very productive meeting.

Nevada PEP provides services to families by Education, Empowerment and Encouragement

They serve all families with children who have disabilities. The children are ages 0-26.

While there, Caroline gave Robin a stack of LVCSD post cards to place at the information table at the entrance to their offices.  It is obvious that this is a relationship we must continue to foster.
Some suggestions from Robin were:

1. LVCSD should get listed on the 211 call system. This is a number that the public can call to get information and help for services statewide. This is mostly focusing on the disabiled and the elderly. Their website is: www.nevada211.org
2. Contact the Parent Training Information Center for Nevada (supported by the US Dept of Ed)

3. Robin notices that the largest percentage of her calls regarding hearing impairment are from families with children in the 8th grade and above.

4. It would be good to start a support group for parents with Deaf/Hard of Hearing children and structure it so that it is not just a “gripe” session, but have a speaker on a specific topic related to Deafness and then a social time so parents can interact with each other. Suggest once per month.

5. Nevada PEP has an email distribution for parents of the Deaf/Hard of Hearing. She is more than happy to send them any information we send her on email. (i.e. fundraisers, meetings, classes, enrollment information, etc). There are approximately 30 families on her list

6. The Nevada Blind Children Foundation has some connections with a sorority that is supporting them by funding to build a building. Might find out what that organization is.

7. Mary Ann Demcheck at UNR is a very important person to know and “befriend”. She runs a conference for Dual Sensory Disabilites and is a very good person to help.

mad@unr.edu 

8. Conferences – it is critical that LVCSD make itself known to the professionals in the field by having a presence at conferences such as:

· Families First Conference (October) (this conference needs presenters) www.familiesfirstnv.org 

· Early Childhood Conference (annually in April)  www.nevaeyc.org 

· Visions Conference (CCSD) for teachers and parents

· Dual Sensory Conference (focuses on Deaf Blindness)http://www.unr.edu/educ/ndsip/ 

